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must remember that we owe all children, in-
cluding George King, a strong society so that
they can grow up in loving families, with faith
and reliance in God, in safe and secure neigh-
borhoods, and with hope and opportunity for
the future.

Mr. Speaker, I know that George King
Radanovich will grow up in a strong and loving
family. I honor his parents George and Ethie
for that and I ask that all my colleagues do the
same.
f

HONORING THE VISIT OF PRESI-
DENT ALPHA OUMAR KONARE
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, as part of

the Michigan State University community, the
people I represent have had the great pleas-
ure of welcoming to Michigan many world
leaders who have opened the world to us and
introduced us to new cultures. This is why I
am so pleased to have his excellency Mr.
Alpha Oumar Konare, President of the Repub-
lic of Mali, to receive an honorary degree at
Michigan State University’s May 8th Advanced
Degree Commencement Ceremony.

The honorary degree recognizes President
Konare’s contributions to establishing democ-
racy and peace in Mali, to peacemaking ef-
forts in Africa, and to preserving Mali’s cultural
heritage through his professional activities as
an archaeologist.

In recent years, Mali has moved from a re-
pressive dictatorship to an open parliamentary
democracy, a transition which can be largely
credited to the leadership and activism of
President Konare.

President Konare won the first multiparty
presidential election in his country’s history
and was sworn in as President of the Republic
of Mali on June 8, 1992. Prior to his election
he was president of the West African Archae-
ologist Association as well as the first African
President of the International Council of Muse-
ums.

President Konare’s visit celebrates the new
and developing partnership the MSU commu-
nity has had with the people of Mali. In recent
years, more than 20 Malians have pursued
undergraduate and graduate programs at
MSU, while an almost equal amount of Amer-
ican MSU graduate students have conducted
their thesis or dissertation research on Mali.
The strong research and educational links the
MSU community and the people of Mali have
forged in recent years can be credited to both
President Konare and MSU’s great commit-
ment to education and diversity.

But most importantly, President Konare’s
visit reaffirms the friendship between the MSU
community and the people of Mali, and it is
my hope that we continue developing new ini-
tiatives that will, together, take us well into the
21st Century.

Through President Konare’s leadership, the
MSU community views the Republic of Mali as
more than just a friend of the United States;
Mali is our partner in education. I thank Presi-
dent Konare for his contribution to democracy,
his worldwide leadership, and his commitment
to Michigan State University.
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and praise the enormous success of
the Queens Borough Public Library system,
which was cited in last Tuesday’s Washington
Post as ‘‘far and away the busiest in the
United States.’’ Queens has the largest public
library system in the country in terms of cir-
culation, and the second largest in terms of
holdings.

Mr. Speaker, the Queens Borough Public Li-
brary has enjoyed its overwhelming popularity
due to the very trait that makes Queens, and
indeed all of New York, so very special, name-
ly the diversity of its inhabitants. One in three
Queens residents hails from another country
and nearly half of the Borough’s residents
speak a language other than English at home.
Queens Borough Public Library’s New Ameri-
cans Program was established in 1977 to pro-
vide special services to the area’s many new
immigrants. The library’s collections include, at
the Central Library, 101,000 items in Spanish
and 93,000 items in Chinese, the country’s
largest collections in those languages. In addi-
tion, the system has thousands of items in Ko-
rean, Russian, and South Asian languages.

Mr. Speaker, aside from its impressive col-
lection of books, the Queens Borough Public
Library offers a wide array of services de-
signed to ease and facilitate immigrants’ as-
similation into American society. Queens has
the largest library-managed English-as-a-Sec-
ond-Language program in the country, annu-
ally serving nearly 3,000 students, represent-
ing 88 countries and 50 languages. It also
publishes the ‘‘Queens Directory of Immigrant-
Serving Agencies,’’ a compilation which in-
cludes over 150 agencies that provide free or
low-cost social services to immigrants in
Queens in 50 different languages. There are
many other free lectures and programs avail-
able to the library’s users.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to read
the article from the Washington Post. The
Queens Borough Public Library deserves this
recognition, and I would once more like to
offer my heartfelt congratulations for their fine
work.

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 27, 1998]
A BOROUGHFUL OF BOOKWORMS

MOTIVATED IMMIGRANTS MAKE QUEENS
LIBRARY BUSIEST IN U.S.

(By Blaine Harden)
NEW YORK, April 27—Pin-Pin Lin treks

twice a week with her two sons and a big
shopping bag to a crowded library in the bor-
ough of Queens. The Taiwanese immigrant
herds her boys as they plunder books from li-
brary shelves and toss them in the bag.

Sitting between her sons at a library table
while they rifle through the books, she looks
up words in an English-Cantonese dictionary
and frets about any ‘‘no-good’’ English words
they might read, speak or think.

‘‘I no want to miss anything,’’ explains
Lin, who every Thursday morning, when her
boys are in school, attends English language
class at the Queens library. ‘‘If I don’t learn
about American culture and speak English, I
could lose them. If they think I not under-
stand, they not do what I say.’’

Book-obsessed, worrywart immigrants like
Pin-Pin Lin are the driving reason why the
Queens Public Library is far and away the
busiest in the United States. Most library
books in Queens do not go out of date. They
wear out from overuse and fall to pieces.

The library circulates the nation’s highest
number of books, tapes and videos—15.3 mil-
lion a year.

In the sprawling borough that lies across
the East River from Manhattan, library card
holders check out more books per capita
than users of any big city library system in
the country. The 1.95 million residents of
Queens use the public library five times
more frequently than residents of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, twice as often as residents
of Prince George’s County and a third more
frequently than people in Montgomery Coun-
ty.

The Los Angeles library serves about 1.4
million more people than the Queens library,
but last year people in Queens checked out 4
million more books.

‘‘We have complaints all the time from our
older clientele, who want quiet and who
want space. Well, our libraries aren’t quiet
and, for the most part, they aren’t spacious,’’
says Gary Strong, director of the Queens
Public Library, one of three public library
networks in the city. There is also a library
system in Brooklyn and the New York Pub-
lic Library serves Manhattan, the Bronx and
Staten Island.

‘‘The people who use our library are highly
motivated,’’ Strong adds. ‘‘They want jobs.
They want to learn how to live in America.’’

Queens has the highest percentage of for-
eign-born residents of any borough in New
York, a city that at the end of the 20th cen-
tury is sponging up one of the great waves of
immigration in its history. Nearly half the
residents of Queens speak a language other
than English at home. More than a third
were born in a foreign country.

The extraordinary love affair between im-
migrants and libraries is a century-old story
in New York, as it is in other American cit-
ies that have been immigrant gateways. The
most crowded libraries in New York have al-
ways been in neighborhoods with the largest
population of recent immigrants.

That love affair continues at the end of the
century, but with complications, especially
in Queens. The book lovers who elbow each
other for space in the library’s 62 branches
are more than ever before a mixed bunch—
racially, linguistically and culturally.

The busiest branch in the nation’s busiest
library system is in Flushing, which has
been inundated in the past decade with Chi-
nese, Korean, Indian, Russian, Colombian
and Afghan immigrants. Until a handsome
new library building opens this summer, the
Flushing branch is crammed into a former
furniture store.

Inside, there are not nearly enough little
chairs for all the little kids who wiggle and
squeal and devour picture book after picture
book. Stacks of blue plastic-coated foam
pads are available so kids and parents can sit
on the tile floor.

Queues form behind computer terminals
that allow immigrants to search home coun-
try periodicals using Chinese, Korean and
Roman writing systems. ‘‘Watch Your Be-
longings!’’ signs are in English, Spanish and
Chinese.

There are no public bathrooms—space
being too precious to waste on nonessentials.
But there are librarians who speak Russian,
Hindi, Chinese, Korean, Gujarati and Span-
ish.

‘‘Have you ever wondered where the new
South Asian materials are?’’ asks a sign
taped to a pillar in the Flushing branch li-
brary. ‘‘Well, wonder no more. They’re here!
You can find materials in: Bengali, Gujarati,
Hindi, Malayalam and Urdu.’’
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